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      BOYD, BLUE DOGS MEET WITH THE PRESIDENT

Blue Dog Leaders push bipartisanship, urge return to fiscal responsibility

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida), Administration Co-Chair for the Blue Dog Coalition, met with President Bush in the Oval Office today.  Congressman Boyd, along with other leaders of the Blue Dog Coalition, pushed bipartisanship and a return to fiscal responsibility in the new Congress.

During their conversation, Congressman Boyd urged the President to work with the Blue Dogs to improve our nation's fiscal security.  Congressman Boyd highlighted the importance of restoring pay-as-you-go rules, balancing the budget, and curbing our almost $9 trillion national debt.

"If the President had reached out to the Blue Dogs sooner, we might not be in the fiscal mess that we are in today," said Congressman Boyd.  "The Blue Dogs have a vision for our government-it is a government that promotes bipartisan cooperation, is fiscally responsible, and is an economic model for businesses and families across America.  Our government should provide a model for financial success that allows us to keep our books in balance, our spending in check, and pay as we go."

In addition to Congressman Boyd, the rest of the Blue Dog leadership team for the 110th Congress was in attendance at the meeting, including Co-Chair for Policy Rep. Dennis Moore (KS), Co-Chair for Communications Rep. Mike Ross (AR), and the Whip Rep. Stephanie Herseth (SD).   

The Blue Dog Coalition is set to grow to at least 44 members strong when the 110th Congress convenes in January 2007.  The Blue Dogs were formed in 1995, as a response to the Republican tidal wave that swept Democrats out of power.  The name was chosen by the founding members because they literally felt choked blue by the extremes in both parties.  The Blue Dogs are dedicated to a core set of beliefs that transcend partisan politics, including a deep commitment to the financial stability and national security of the United States.  

"For the future of our great nation, we must stop spending more than we take in and put an end to the current, irresponsible policy of deficit spending," Boyd stated.  "The Blue Dogs will play a strong and central role in ensuring that the next Congress is open, honest, and fiscally responsible.  We look forward to working with anyone who shares those goals."

Congressman Allen Boyd is a fifth generation farmer and Army veteran from Monticello, Florida, poised to enter his sixth term representing Florida's 2nd Congressional District.  In addition to his work on the Blue Dog Coalition, Congressman Boyd serves on the House Appropriations Committee and co-chairs the Congressional Rural Caucus.
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